"We say that our public charges are usually incurred for good purposes, and less frequently at the suggestion of the Government than of the people themselves. The tendency to increase, which has lately pervaded all departments, has been due in a great degree to the agitation of benevolent and patriotic men.
It has arisen from the solicitude extended to all classes of the people? to paupers, to criminals, to lunatics, to children; from the patronage bestowed upon art and science; from the impulse given to education; and from the general expansion of the machine of government which the progress of the nation rendered inevitable. It has been commonly said of late times that the duty of Ministers now consists in resisting expenditure rather than defending it, and that it is from the nation at large that the cry rises for better service, though better service brings larger costs." An old proverb saith, " a full belly neither fights nor flies well and this is the secret of the indisposition which exists to popular commotions during periods of prosperity. It There were three things which experience had led him to believe they could effect. In the first place, they would be able to educate and train up to some considerable degree of intellectual capacity at least a fifth or a sixth of the whole number ; and, by doing so, they would, in the second place, greatly increase the happiness of these beings; for whatever might be the popular notion, it was a fact well known to professional men that they existed m a state of intense misery and wretchedness. Thirdly, it would be possible to bring them to such a point of muscular and intellectual development that they would be enabled to contribute to their own support, and, in some cases, to support themselves altogether. He concluded by assuring the directors of the new society that they had the best wishes of himself and his colleagues in the very important task which they had set before them.
" Dr. Mitchell, Assistant Lunacy Commissioner, briefly expressed the great interest which he had long taken in the object of the present movement, and his cordial wishes for its success.
"A vote of thanks having, on the motion of Dr. M'Lagan, been passed to Sir J. Forbes for presiding, the meeting separated."
The police records of the quarter contain a curious case of a woman throwing her child out of the window under the influence of a dream. The following report of the case appeared in the Express, of January 5:? " Yesterday the Marylebone Police-court was crowded fo excess in consequence ot a report which had been circulated that a woman was in custody for killing her child by throwing it from a first-floor window into the street.
_
The rumour with regard to the murder happily turned out to be untrue; but it will be seen from the subjoined evidence that it was a providential circumstance that the lives of three children were not sacrificed by their 
